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.doms of Men, — Bey of late Years inchugd © -- 
 theHeartsof any in the Government unto a Ten- Sy” y 
derneſs towards Friends in ſome meaſure; thecre 
| hath alfo fallen on ſume Friends a Concern of Mind + * : 
to io SR ve that Teaderneſs, which-wasia the Kiag 
of the Rulers, to the moſt Baſe e 9 
Friends that could then be obtaiadd; | 8: | 
| Of. Which Friends have generally. now for ſeva al. 
® Years had the Benefit by Law, in their open, 
and unmoleſted Exerciſe in 182 Worſhip. of SG = - 1 
. "to His great. Honour, to * Break * 3 
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i8 1 to the EV Rio the Truth in ü 
tion: As alſo to the cruſhing the cruel and ange 
Informer, and other Per ſecutors: 
1 For Which great Mercy, man Eucere-Hehrteck 
1 1 8 8 ones have, in Humility « Soul, en thankful to 
3 Soc, and have heen very free in their Minds pyb- 
* Tickly to acknowledge it to the ſeyeral Goyern-. 
ue = by | Pee Eaſe hath, been granted and 
me 


== . altho' the aforeſaid Baſe did not come i 

12 We that Clear neſs, in all points, that Friends did 
deſire, yet it hath much A the good Ends 
above -· mentioned. So that Friends have been ſince 
at times incouraged to endeavour for farther Eaſe ©. 
in divers Caſes; and of late to obtain (we hope) 

| ſome ſtop to the great Sufferings many have 23 
under, by Impriſonments, Sequeſtrations, and other- /. 
| wiſe, for refuſing to Sear, in obedignce to Chriſt's - 
Command, Go. 

5K In which Labour and Endeavour the Preſence of 

| the Lord hath been witneſſed, and his Power felt | 

| to work on Friends behalf. *. 

And it being now paſt into a Law, and Friends 5 
thereby admitted (through, this Nation) to have 
their Solemn Declaration in the Preſence ef Almighry + 
God, the Witneſs of the Truth of what [we] ſay, ac- 
cepted inſtead of an Oath, in all Cafes, except Ser- 

Uing in Juries, being Evidence! in Criminal Cauſcs, 

_  , and bearing Offices of Profit in the Government. 
5 There now remains a few things in our 9 
20 fignifie to all Friends that ay be concern d in 

„ this matter. | 
85 And firſt, we intreat, tha "wliverer of vou, that 
are called or have occaſion to make or uſe the ſaid 
= Solemn Declaration, or ſubſcribe the Promiſe of Fide- 
1 "> tity to the Goverpment, may be truly watchful to be. 
W \ Jreferved in a weighty ſerious Frame of Spirit, as 
much as in you lies, to reach the Witneſs of God in 
Ban FO hear you 7 = your 8 05 ſtrictly to tble 
TY 4 


- | A - R 4 * 8 7 \ wk 2 * T — 9 
4 a A a : b ”— - l * * * oth HY i tr 1 . "4 1 * * F © * p 
— 1 WA 9 - 3 : * N = 3 . Py " \ 


: ThY - = * - 0 
SSD N 
Fas G . 0 A. K £ 


- | ruth of et 8 — at 8 | 
8 rey Te the 'true Fear and Brend en Lord, Dn 15 
moch tend ta convince thoſe of the World; 5 are 

feriops, that they have from pon fully a8 gf Wo 7 

taiaty of Truth, as from thoſe that Swen. 
And as hereunto, our Chriſtian Profeſhon- and” 3 
Duty do e God doth obliege us, to the hi — oY 
degree of Care, in Teſtifying the Truth, ſo:alfo-is' 
the Puniſhment on any rhat-fhall falfifygas great, 
both from (God; and fram Mena; for To Pünim- 
ment from God bs, for Liars ts be caſt-intd the Like, - 15 1 
Kev. 21. S, 27. From Men, tis the ſame Punimment 7 4 
that by Law is appointed for Perjur'd Perſons. 85 . 
It ſeems alſo e to us to acquaint you, that 
it was the Benſe of this Meeting, that ſomewhat 
might be dane to fatishe all that may be in e 
or that may haye had it in their Minds as Matter 
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ZOE of Queſtion, What Solemn Words Friends might uſe, . WE 
or admit of, and not vary from our known e "oY 
E. | ple, Swe ar not at all. V- | | "Wo, 4 
bu: And in order thereto , roche the Teſtimoolts of 
53 Friends formerly expre ip, many of which ſuffer - 

« | /-rgcly.on the account o Not Swearing, 2nd. we hall. © i 
* begin with our dear and worthily ET 5 ; 
and Elder George Fox, who was moved of the Lord Ny 
do write a Paper to Oliver Cromwell, wherein he did 
7 in the Preſence of the Lord dvd declare, that ¶ he e! 
22 the wears 9 rawing of 4 Carnal Sword, &c. See his 
185 Journal, f. 137. in Au 1654. Afterwards being 
20 brought before the Judges of the King's Bench, he. 
'' WM f<ndred them a Paper, in which was contain d what 


he oy ſay. inſtead of the Oaths. of Alleg tance mY 8 5 

emacy, 'as follaweth, 5 5 3 
This I do in the Trurb, and in \ the Preſence of of 5d, "NF 
declare, That King Charles the Second is Lawful | x: 0 1 
King of this Realm, and of all other his Dominionsss: 

* and that he was brobght in, and ſet up Ring over 
* this Realm by the Power of God; and 1 haye no- 
thing bus Love * 8 to ie and all * 
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We: >: 1 eds defire his: 1220 N 
5 7 1 And I do utterly abhor and deny the Pope's 
©-Power and Supremacy, and alt bis Superſticious '- 

and Idolatrons Inventions; and do affirm, that he 

© hath no Poter to abſolve Sin: And Ide abhor an 
e his Murthering of Princes, or other Pope, 
Pt. by Plots or Coatrivances. And like wiſe Ido deny 
alt Plots and Comrivances, and Plotters and Con- 
*.trivers againſt the King and his Subjects, Knowing 
. them to be the Works of Dar kneſs and the Fruits © | 
© of an Evil Spirit, and againſt che Peace of the 
Kingdom, and not from the Spirit of God, the 
Fruit of which is Love. I dare not take an Gath, 

b becauſe it is forbidden by Chriſt and the Apoſtle; 

© © but: if 1 break f my Yea or Nay, then let me auer 
6, the ſame Penalty, as they that break their Oaths. 

6. Fs Faurnat, P-. 39 9. ' George Ho 


And K. Farnſworth" in Court, ere the Major of 
+ um when the Oath of Abjuration was tendred,' 
denied in the Preſence of go all Popiſh Wer Ke. | 
- Saints Teſtimo | 
And R. Hub . in bis Diſcourſe with King 
Charles the Second, when the King ſaid, But can 5% 
not promiſe as befort the Lord (which is the Subſtance, - 
of the Oath?) R. Hubberthorne replied,” Tes, what we do 
affirm, we can prom fe before the Lord, and tale him Yo, | 
our Witneſs in irt. R. H's Works, 1 
There being an Act paſſing againſt Friends about . 
Anno 1662. Friends drew up Reaſons, and ſhewed,, 
Whereas tis ſaid in the Preamble of the Bill, that our 
refuſing to Smear, doth much ſuppreſs the. Truth, Kc. D 
Concerning which, Friends reply, 2 
This is not à true Foundation, wherenpon to 
© proceed to Enact againſt us; for our refuſing to 
. < Swear doth not ſuppreſs the Truth, deelunt 88 
ada are ready and willing to diſcover and advance the 
Wi © Truth on all occaſions, lawfully called thereunto, 
by faithful Teſtimony in Tex — Ney, du Gra 
FE - 1 to e ar his * i ae e 9 
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206k nnn Aa r; wits 
_ tay, por we ure willing at all times, and 5 
ry good occaſion, tu atm vr deny; tn 2 or T, 
« in Nay or Nog and chgt 4s in che Preſence of & 3 
© or Cod is o Nun e, Or we fpeak'the Truth in 
r. We ere readycto N 
c ful Caſes, on this wie. 
And in a aper 
rough, Fung, 
pe: king concern | 
always been u 
© ment, and rea 


#;0,' and Richard Hybberthorne,, 
& Friends Innotency, who bare 
eaceable People under the Govern. 
y-to render a juſt Subfeckionthete- 
unto, in aN goo things, {God's oxr-Wirneſs.) 

Again, And ean own him as our Witnefsin e 
Teſtimonmy in Yes and Naß. 

See alſo William Smit Sa 
Charles eame back, writes thus, 


© And we Gatttoly pronounce our A iance = 
© King Charles, e, how 25 of and en 
freely promiſe, in the Preſence of th 2 whats 


© the Searcher of all Hearts, and knows we Lye I de 
and we can Seal it with dur IS: or Nay, i * 
Sign it with our Hands. Wh 

And If. Pennington ſaith, «Fhere i is liberty eudug all 
left to a Diſciple to farisfie any Man I - 
the Truth of a thing, by Confeſſion, as much as by. 
© an Oath;'for is it pot full as weighty under the 
„Soſpel to confeſs the Preſehee of God, or that A 
© is Witneſs, or that we ſpeak the thing in his Fe 
© and in the feeling of his Life and Power, as it as 
* under the Law, do Swear” 48:54 Life; by his Pear, 

* by his 9 or the lie? 14 not Ber ro 5 
© God by a Chfiltiag, ef more weight, than 
L Seal ering by him from a Jew or Heathen. . 1 8 C 

Treatiſe in his Collections, a. 

Ihe next we ſhall obſerve, is, that fait al Lis 
bouter, Francis Howg ill, Who ſuffer q near Five Lea 
_ Impriſonment by in Weſtmoreland, even ta 
Tas ch we is Timon e and” 

So 
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_ © ty requires, ſo amply and largehy as our Wes 
_ © may. give Knowledge, and Underſtandin 2 * 
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Anſwer to Dr. Smallwood (ſo call d) pi679- In Con- 


Ffellion of Truth, and bearing Witneſß thereunto, 


0 725 before the Lord, or in his Preſence, and ſpeak- ; 


ing the Truth hen there is neceſlity,- as 


/ Man's Perſon or Eſtate, or any part thereof, 


an 
the 


do own, and have and are ready to teſtifi 


I & ruth before the Lord, or in his Preſence, as con- 


ſcerning any matter, which concerns the Glory of 


188 7 or the Good of our Neighbour, without be- 


ting pinch'd, or bound up, to a-certain. Form 7 
Words impoſed upon vs; but Poke oa as neceſſi- 


Light in any Matter Which is to be deſir 
< this hath. been denied, and hath not been received 


on, by this vabelieving Generation, who ſeeks rather” 
* ro. cſtabliſh the Traditions and Cuſtoms of Men, 


than the Evangelical Doctrine of. the Goſpal, 
P6777 - 


Now 1 0 the pinching, Form 4 Warks impoſed 


ty the unbeligving. aachen, as aforeſaid, . 
P-. 680. Fix. if 

We have teen ſet aide a8 Objefts of Wrath, 
© as Deluded, Erroneous, Factions, Seditions, Con- 
© temners of Law, Obſtructors of Legal == 


: ©except we would: lay our Hand upon a Bible, an 


© kiſs it, and ſay, I ſwear, and by the Contents of the 


Book, and ſo belp me God; or elſe Fined, Im rifon- 
; *ed for Term of 5 1 | 


Life, cc. 
Again, in p. 679, 680. Rec 


ting theſe e 
"Expreſſions, © (The Lord is e 


neſs) or I ſpeak the 


Truth in Mriſt, or this is Truth in the Preſence of God, 
Tor the like; none of theſe will ſerve; but t oveh 
dhe and the Rulers do fay they ate Oaths, yet when 


vat any time we have rolitred williogly to declare 
bar PO Cauſe, or make 
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aas ample Confeſſion in Demonſtration for clearing 
8-4 © any Cauſe in debate, chat-hath either conduted s 
th © the Glory of God, or the Good and Probr of an xx 

© particular Man in the Nation, among whom we 
coonverſe, and not without ſome Atteſtation . | 
I. God, or his Wiſdom, or Power and Preſenee, 95 


< it would never be received, p.679, Sd. And ik 
theſe don't reach to Civil or Temporal Affairs, hat 
| does? And yet in theſe Caſes was he free to uſe thaſe 
N Words, b 2 78 8 5 37 N 8 8 by "4 YL 2 5 0 ; 7 2 n 7 
+ Neither was his Adverſfary-the only Oppoſer ok 
Friends, that-affirmed thgſe Religions Expreſſions, © 5 


F 


which the Apoſtle uſed, were Oaths. - But Smell. 
Fiſber alſo, had before that.encountred the ſame Ar- 
guments, from Hen. Den, and Fer. be, a cohtenti- 
ous Baptiſt, who it ſeems then argued, Tuat God es, 
my Witneſs, God is-my Record, before Goa I he not, &. 
are Oaths, S. Fiſher's Writings, p; 803, 804. And the 
drift of e then, was to urge the a. 
poſtle ſwore, to render Chriſt not to have forbidden 
all Swearing. But S. Fiſbey fully clears the Apoſtle 
from their Erroneous Charge, and indeed it wass 
5 needful he ſnould fo do: For if it were granted, as 
— ſome now do, that the Apoſtles Expreſſions are 
ü Oaths, it might greatly weaken gur Teſtimonya - 
gainſt Swearing; for it cannot de denied but tjge 
Apoſtle had the Mind of Chriſt, and if his Expreſii-' © 

2 ons themſelves are nevertheleſs Oaths, their Diſtia- - 


e 

- o „ 
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ction between Civil and Religious Caſes won't ſup- 

port M mmm a RPO noe 00407" "x. 
55 Page $05. S. Fiſher reſumes the Argument agafn; 79 LY 
A and Ays, 1 God is my Record, God is my Witneſs, 1 3 
© my Conſcience beareth me Witneſs, in the Holl 
„Spirit, and ſuch like; The Quakers (/a95:be} gan- 
ay in ſolemn Cafes, no more than themſelves - 
5 < who have been ever willing to expreſs their Renun- 
cCiation of the Pope, and all Foreign Power, ank 


* their Fidelity to the King, by any of theſe, ſtrong 


Aſſeverations, or ferveht Expreſſions, which Pt 
* uſed, p. S % ß. 7,- Samael 
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0 * ae eden R | 
ſt vpon the Apoſtle, and-he quates the , 
ho affirmed as a Sweater, That ſoms ſuch 
was commanded under the Law, ' not oviy Cu, & 
the Apoſtle Paul does both Prattiſe and 93 Eo: e 
on 5 words, God b my Mien . 
charge the ee with N W 
Aer charge thee before God. "Thell.$. 29 7 
charge you by the Lend, that this Epiſtie bt read, Ac. 
Vit a great deal more at large. 
And S. F. iu Anſwers, Some things (che 
5 Swearing is none ) Paal did by Permili- 
-- but that Pad either Sware, or exacted Oaths 
_ © upon others, I deny: And ſbews, in the le's 
behalf, and in the behalf of our Teſtimony; chat the 
Apoſtle did not Swear; and that he did not wear 
Timothy to Preach the Word; and that Timat erg 
not ſwear to him, that he would Preach the V 
and that he FTP. not ſwear the Theſſhlevians 0 70 
bis Epiſtle, p. 804. 
And 8. Fiſher farther, *Asto Paul's own fri 
| 0 tho? Iwill not ſay (2s F. Ives ſays ſome ſay) he did 
<4 evilin ſwearing, (for he ſware not) yet in — 
ing he had 5 evil, had he ſworn in thoſe 
© Expreſſions, wherein H. P. and F. Ives aſſert he 
< ſwear. And S. Fiſber denies it, as well — Hor un- 
xv as becauſe if he did, Then he had come under 
© the guilt of Swearing commonly, ordinarily, fre- 
© quently, or in his common Communication with - 
«phe Saints; and in his Letters to them, uncalled 
do it by any Magi - which kind of Swearing, 
0 ec two Sticklers for Oaths, in ſome Caſes, 
both confeſs, are by Chriſt condemned and for- 
US — © biddey- So that the Ae nen Was din 
1 80 aſſerted. 
And tho ſome would alledge, the Apoſtle did 
—_— not ſwear in thoſe weighty ſolemn Aſſeverations, 
75 FS becauſe he usd them in Religions Caſes; but they | 
bon — 0 Yu, BE them 82 wm Oc- 
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7 wil Dot take 1 it far af Oath be 
10 805 but NS and Priſon, withour t! 


erg hes 


Lain Thus among. their. 1 . at 1 
ec nrches, and. {a 1 805 4 7 ly er 
© 8 2, e 427 cal God tg She &:1 77 
©be 175 opt, an et, T 545 os: in.the 7750 ence, 8 
T 4 


1 5 be, (hy FA are jog oaks 
* ns aud 15 0 ab > coohilcated; 5 
0 Swearing, 15 ey ean uſe them ?). thoſs WT 
, like Forais of. 72 Are not a SWearlng.. -. 
Again, 45 1 5 ag of the Billiop's 43 $43 
of = 2a ers 125755 1 5 er aus Let Jour des, 


"OY be Tea, ye fall into 8 
ti Fg NP 1 Fog eite Latitude, 5 


7 584 way of 3 Bk yo howhbeit, not indeed. 
ge ſuch an odd conceited:; kind of 'Univerfality 2 - 
Command, as the Biſhop fancies, 4s Enjo 15 tou 


F4 


e . v oo Gen rt a et Ae 


— 


: no other. Word In. ny Communication, 2 

a4 © affirming” or cfiyin bur bately aid only r . 

A © Syllables of Tea and Nay; for the Quakers 05 ver #4 4 

5 e < Fools as the Biſhap would make them) are hot | 

„ e as 60 6 aſe" to 3 : Gr he fancies ey 5 3 
4 Fa F | * 2 83 . 4 is . 3 112 . 9 


©uknlg, of BY. fore-mention'd  ogtward Rites, on 5 | 
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*: Eber allo, i a ak OO Genie [treating 2 i 
e of Chris and PA Kut, p. . 
via which (as 97 8 10 they — BO 
not od FRE not as: impoſed b 55 Men, 71 3 

1 them, but as 

oved fo anyone of: them, as t rd. gives. t- 
iP ance) 177 5 are 10 Ae 74 Ty Nay. it ſelf: 1 — 
* 15 1 ex Tay, God 54 my Witneſs, or any of, the + 20 
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© the Pope, or any elſe, 


Ny ' ſelyes fry hg ty 
Again, Neither 18 the” pl FR ih 
0 ſuc Paraphraſes,. or. Bala Feooin of 
the Matter, or the Party's Under e or Big 
© fidence, may ſtand in need of; as, . 55 eee, 
8 0 *We be ſhock 4 in bis Preſence, or the like 
Edw. Burroughs 1385 p. 773. We Wt 
* a Foreign Authority, Power 1 Nn 
en having any Supremacy 
© © whatſoever, oyer the King, ot any the good Sy 
<3eas of England; and this we do 5 85 1 noW- 
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